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PRESIDENT'S 5 
As we are surrounded lately by American Flags flying at 
half-mast and we experience an overwhelming resurgence of 
a once dormant display of patriotism, I'm moved to reflect on 
where the Top Cats fit in this environment of tragedy, sorrow, 
patriotism, pride, and unity. 

Our news media floods our minds with visions and stories of 
Americans helping Americans; we hear the terms 
brotherhood, brothers, sisters, and comrades used with 
increasing sincerity and frequency. We see a social unity 
once eroded by racism and prejudice solidifying throughout 
our country. 

Patriotism, pride, unity, sorrow, and brotherhood? While 
generations throughout the world are experiencing these 
feelings for the first time, I would submit that we, as a Club, 
have always embraced them as cherished values and proud 
emotions. 

Witness a few examples... Rapid City, SD, August 7, 2001, 
somewhere around 7:30 PM, as we began our Top Cats' 
Sturgis Banquet. VP, Rik Lowry lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance as we all stood and recited from memory a 
confirmation of our respect for, and commitment to, the 
United States of America. From my saddle, that's a display 
of patriotism. 

At any Top Cats' gathering, look around at the proud display 
of our Club colors (patches, pins, and flags.), the banner we 
display at meetings, the shirts, the hats, and our newsletter 
masthead. From my saddle, that's a display of pride. 

Sunday, September 9, 2001, 12:48 PM, Top Cats rode to the 
funeral of our Founder, Carl "Virgo" Bender, dripping in 
sorrow and rain. As I glanced in my mirror, I was overcome 
emotionally by the pride in the reflection of almost 50 
motorcycles and the way that our Club came together to 
honor a person whom many had never even met. From my 
saddle, that's a display of unity during sorrow. 

If an outsider was to look at Top Cats, they would see such 
incidents as our response to an ill or injured member, our 
concern manifested in gestures such as Joe Chevalier loaning 
his motorcycle to John Lunde when John's was down, Terry 
Kumro running around South Dakota to find a wheel for Carl 
Hart, Sandy Vernon putting together a picture board for 
Virgo's funeral, and Rob Mann's efforts in helping Brett 
Bacci throughout his accident and recovery. From my 
saddle, that's brotherhood. 

So when we see those brand new American Flags flying 
around our neighborhoods, we hear a rescue worker on TV 
using the term brotherhood, we watch a sea of Americans 
joining hands and singing our National Anthem, eyes 
dripping with tears, we should all take a little bit of pride in 
realizing that the world is embracing the values upon which 
our sport, our Club, and our culture has long been based. 

Our task? During this time of National tragedy, National 
suffering, and National sorrow, let's all help our countrymen 
to maintain these special values...now, tomorrow, and 
beyond. 

Let'sRoll! 

Traveler 

Minutes of the September 2001  
Board Meeting 

by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Present at the meeting: Wayne Kirkpatrick, Terry Kumro, Rik 
Lowry, dim Heniff, Bard Boand, George Lax, Ken Glassman, 
Sandy Vernon, John Lunde, Jim Krepel, Ray Caprio, Chuck 
Prettyman, Don Schaeffer. 

The Board welcomed 2 new members. Mark Sullivan, of 
Barrington, as a Full Member. He is sponsored by David 
Hirsch. Ken Hunter, of Streamwood and the Rock & Roll 
Grill, as a Full Member. He is sponsored by Steve Buckley. 

The Board approved that the dues structure for 2002 will 
remain the same as in 2001. 

Sandy Vernon reported that 47 of the 100 Top Cat Flags have 
been sold. She will have flags for sale at the Charity Ride. 
Also, Alicia Kumro will be selling the Top Cat long and 
short-sleeved T-Shirts at the Ride. Both the flags and 
T-shirts are for Top Cat members only. 

The Board approved a motion to table the implementation of 
the Editorial Policy approved by the Board at the August 
meeting, to have it first reviewed by our counsel Gordy Glazov. 
The Board also approved that Gordy review the issue of 
making a formal amendment to the By-laws to allow for a 4th 
Director position, or to leave it as a temporary position until 
the benefits of having a 4th director are weighed at the end 
of 12 months. 

Rik Lowrey praised the work of Wayne Kirkpatrick in 
organizing the clubs response to the death of our founder 
Carl "Virgo" Bender over the weekend of Sept. 8-9. Wayne 
thanked all the Board for their work and cooperation during 
that difficult time, and for all the members who participated 
in the wake on Saturday, and the funeral on Sunday. 

41 motorcycles and several cars rode in formation from 
Barrington to the funeral home in Streamwood. The club 
sent a large flower arrangement with a card, which read, "In 
loving memory of our Founder. You will always be in our 
thoughts, our prayers and in our hearts. Ride free, Virgo. 
(Signed) Your Top Cat brothers and sisters." 

The Board will have ongoing discussions regarding 
appropriate memorial tributes to our Founder, Virgo. All 
members are encouraged to present ideas to Board Members 
for consideration. 
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Trihey's Sewing LJ 

Custom sewing 
Patches, Zippers 5 Znaps 

Custom Body Jewelry 

rO riTikey 	847-358-3167 

Com eteDetailini Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehide  
Look Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

xxxxxxxxxxx- E1 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

9/30 	TOP CAT'S 
FALL CHARITY RIDE 
O'Traina's - Wauconda 
CHAIRMAN BERNIE WEISS 

10/2 TOP CAT'S MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 

10/6 America's Open Road Charity Ride 
9:00 AM American Open Road Indian Dealership 

10/7 TOP CATS G.R.A.S.S. Class 
4:30 PM Village Grill & Tavern - Buffalo Grove 

10/8 BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

10/14 DUKANE ABATE TOY RUN 
10/14 PALATINE HOG BREAKFAST RIDE 

9:00AM SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 
10/27 PICTURE RIDE 

Ed Jacques - Road Captain 
11/6 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 
11/11 PICK UP Ride - TBA 
11/12 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 
11/17 NISRA SILENT AUCTION 

& FASHION SHOW 
11/18 PALATINE HOG BREAKFAST RIDE 

9:00AM SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 

IDES PLAINES 

24.1 

'31,0 Edst Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDACOM 

G -LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines II. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 

AIR CONDITIONING 
	

GEORGE J. LAX 
HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	 P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 
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Minutes of the September 2001 General Meeting 

Guests: Steve Buckley introduced his partner Ken Hunter, and Mark Sullivan introduced himself to the group. 
Traveler introduced the 4 Top Cats running for the 3 Board Positions; Bard Boand, Chuck Prettyman, Jim "Taz" Kerpel, 

and John Lunde. After the votes were tallied, Bard, Chuck, and Taz were welcomed to the Board. 
Traveler reported that our Founder, Carl "Virgo" Bender is in Hines Veterans Hospital in failing health. A card was 

circulated to wish him our best, and let him know he is in our prayers. He can take phone calls at 708-410-6393. 
Rik Lowry explained the "Sturgis Award" given to Terry Kumro for best exhibiting the Spirit of the Top Cats. Big Top 

Cat ROAR to Terry. 
Ken Glassman asked all Top Cats to patronize those businesses that support our club by advertising in the Roar. Our 

advertisers make it possible for the club to afford the Roar, and we should all make a point of returning that support. So the next 
time you buy something from one of our advertisers, please make a point to search out the owner and let him or her know that you 
appreciate all that they do for us. In addition to spending their dollars on advertising in Roar, they ALL step up to the plate with 
generous donations to our Charity Ride as well. 

Joel and Tony Messina, of Motorvision, wowed everybody with a presentation about their "glamour shots" photography 
business. They work out of Woodstock Harley Davidson on the weekends, and do some outstanding work on photos of riders and 
their motorcycles. They transform digital images into works of art posters and desk sized photos. They also passed out flyers that 
included $25 off coupons to all Top Cat members who use their service, and donated a gift certificate for a free sitting and poster, 
for our Charity Ride Auction. 

Jordy Glazov praised Bard Boand for his outstanding preparation and leadership in Road Captaining the ride to Sturgis, 
and for all his efforts in securing and maintaining the outstanding relationship between the Top Cats and the Alex Johnson Hotel. 
Bard's efforts make Sturgis a truly special week for all attending. 

Traveler praised everyone involved with the Progressive Dinner Ride. Road Captain, Windy Krepel organized a great 
ride, and Windy later gave credit to all of her sub-Road Captains for their help, and insuring a safe ride for all. Special Thanks 
went out to Jesse and Nancy Fojo who opened their home for the "breakfast vittles", then to Kevin and Janet Riddick for the soup 
and salad course; to Phil and Sherry Bossard for the main course of burgers and brats, and to Chuck and Maureen Prettyman for 
their gut busting desert orgy. Many of those who attended had to adjust their pre-load on the rear suspension for the ride home ! 
Big Top Cats ROAR to all who made it a great event ! 

Bard Boand reported on membership, and said that we're getting a lot of membership requests via E-Mail. However, we 
require all prospective members to attend a meeting in person, and find a sponsor before membership applications are offered. 

Bard also reported that for next years Sturgis Week, the Alex Johnson hotel will reserve 40 rooms for us. Sturgis 2002 
begins August 5, with the first group leaving July 31. Bard reminds us all that it is NEVER too early to make reservations with 
Janda Baines at the Alex Johnson Hotel at 800-888-ALEX. 

Sandy Vernon passed out a brochure about NISRA and what they do, and what we do for them, so everyone can feel a 
closer kinship with our favorite charity. She also reminded us that the Top Cat flags are still available, as well as Alicia Kumro's 
beautiful long and short sleeve T-Shirts. Lets all try to wear one at the Charity Ride. 

If you've been hiding under a rock or have been out of the country for the last 6 months, Barb Weiss reminded everyone 
about the Charity Ride on Sept. 30. Anybody who has not turned in his or her money for their raffle tickets must turn the money in 
on the day of the ride. No tickets can be returned the day of the ride; only money for them will be accepted. 

Ric Case and the Safety Committee awarded John Lunde his Senior Road Captain patch. Big Top Cats ROAR for John. 
Ric also asked us to practice counter-steering techniques. Push right on the handlebar, go right. Push left, go left. That skill will 
come in handy in an emergency evasive maneuver. 

The next GRASS class will be held on Sunday evening, Oct. 7. at 5:00 PM at the Village Green, next to the Buffalo Grove 
Golf Course off Lake Cook Road and Raupp. Dinner can be ordered during the meeting. 

Taz announced that we're having a Halloween Party on Oct. 27. Check the hotline for more details on both events. 

On a Personal Note: 

For the past 30 months or so, I've enjoyed serving the Top Cats as the club's Secretary. Part of my job was to record the 
minutes of the meetings for publication in the Roar. I hope that the minutes have always kept you informed about the clubs' activi-
ties, and at times entertained and amused you as well. ( I know they've kept me informed and amused ! ) But all good things must 
come to an end. Next month, the very capable Sandy Vernon takes over the job. As for me, you'll still see me on the road because 
(with apologies to Gen. Douglas MacArthur) old Secretary's never die, they just...run...out..of...minutes.... 

Hawkeye 
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the wotorvisioir EXPERIENCE 
i. yak A Photo Of You On Your Bike 
Select one of three photographed poses. 

2. Pick A Background 
Choose one of fifteen dynamic background images. 

3.Create A Unique Poster Or Print 
Three sizes to choose from: 5 x 7 or 8 x 10 in metal stand up frame; 
or 19x 24 poster with poster hanger kit included. 

Schedule Your photo Shoot Wedends: Saturdays 9 to a Sundays 10 to 2 
(Weekday Appointments Also Available Upon Request) 

To schedule, contact Motorvision Ltd. Mon. - Fri. 847.981.9840 
or Woodstock H -D Sat. & Sun. 815.337 -3511 

Present this coupon at time of order to receive $25.00 off 
your Motorvision -  Experience Photo Shoot. 

(Proof of Top Cats membership required.) 

Limit one coupon per person. This offer expires 10/31/2001. 

meth-nosier) Exclusively At Woodstock Harley-Clat disco, 

, ' poste , 	n ,rth personalized nickname added. 

How I Spent My Summer 
Vacation 

By: Bud "Budman" Burckhardt 

The anticipation has finally arrived and by the time you read 
this, it will already have been over. 
What is it? STURGIS of course! The trip, the ride, the real 
deal. What a mix of humanity, what camaraderie and what a 
%!@?#* rainstorm. Riding the entire trip for the first time 
was a great experience. Getting caught in a monsoon was 
too; it really gives you an appreciation for those dry sunny 
days. Jim "Tiger" Irvine led us through the storm and left no 
time for whining. We finished the day in Chamberlin SD., 
with 700 miles behind us and nothing but blue skies ahead. 
Hats off to Laurie "Stormy" Hirshman whom achieved this 
great feat on her mighty purple Sportster, way to go! 

A leisurely start on Friday morning enabled us to reach the 
badlands at preciously the same time as Bard and his group, 
talk about timing. We all joined together like fighter jets and 
cruised the "Bad Lands" in fighting formation. When you 
ride with Bard, he means business, so keep moving or eat 
dust! We completed our tour of the Bad Lands and moved 
onto Wall Drug. Jim, Laurie, Lisa and myself decided to 
continue on and we broke formation and headed towards our 
next destination, Rapid City SD. 

A warm welcome awaited us as we entered the Lobby of the 
historic Alex Johnson Hotel. A wonderful "Welcome Top 
Cats" graced the entrance and set the tone for our memorable 

stay. Seeing the effort put forth into the making the welcome 
sign really makes you feel proud to be a Top cat and an hon-
ored guest. Later that evening we dined on delicious entrees 
and drank from an impressive wine selection prepared 
especially for the Top Cats. We toasted, told jokes and 
laughed the night away. We soon bid each other adieu and 
headed off to bed, for tomorrow we meet the Presidents. 

We met bright and early in front of the hotel where we meet 
up with another group of riders who proudly proclaim 
themselves as the Fat Bastards. Soon we all departed on our 
ride, for the Presidents a wait. Bart led us on a scenic tour to 
Mt. Rushmore where and Abe, George, Teddy and Tom 
looked on proudly as we approached. We took group snap 
shots and said "Cheese" with the Presidents. From there we 
went on to beautiful Custer National Park, home of the 
three-legged buffalo. Honest, we have pictures to prove it! 

From carving our way through Spear Fish Canyon, to 
Wyoming's "No Panties Wednesday". Swimming in beautiful 
Lake Sheridan with the Kumrous, having breakfast with Rick 
Lowry at the Road Kill Café and swapping old dirt bike 
stories with Traveler. The awe of seeing Evil Knievel ride up 
and down the streets of Sturgis, the Pro hill climb contest, 
Devils Tower and Crazy Horse. But best of all, watching Pete 
practically smoke his tire bald in the burnout contest at The 
Full Throttle Saloon, truly made this trip complete. Sorry, 
but one can't help but boast about all the great adventures. 
Wow, imagine doing all that in only 10 days, you almost need 
another vacation. 
OK let's go. 
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Last Ride 
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LACE- 	IL. 

EST. 1969 

847.356-3000 
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SELECTION  
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?

RACES 

$$$ $$$ PRICE 

THE 
ZZEZ Wdegt(YA  

4e-"171-IE-Ar/W•7S-AE-S- SSUZUKL 

THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 
JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 

itblew 31 YEARS SAME OWNERSHIP 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

BANK FINANCING 
TRADE-INS WELCOME 

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S 

130 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 
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ADVANCED 
CuAtant 

Tailor Made Seats, 
Saddlebags & Show Bike Seats 

46 	(847) 
265 -9378 

Customize 
Your 

Favorite 
Stock 

Or After 
Market Seat 

www.alligatorbob.com  

• Largest Selection (4 Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort 

• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 60046 

Thank you Canada!! 
TRIBUTE TO FIMERICH 

The following, from a Canadian newspaper, is worth 
sharing. 

Its subject is "fimerica: The Good neighbor" 

Widespread but only partial news coverage was given 
recently to a remarkable editorial broadcast from Toronto 
by Gordon Sinclair, a Canadian television commentator. 
What follows is the full text of his trenchant remarks as 
printed in the Congressional Record: 
"This Canadian thinks it is time to speak up for the 
flmericans as the most generous and possibly the least 
appreciated people on all the earth. Germany, Japan and, 
to a lesser extent, Britain and Italy were lifted out of the 
debris of war by the limericans who poured in billions of 
dollars and forgave other billions in debts. Done of these 
countries is today paying even the interest on its remaining 
debts to the United States. 

When France was in danger of collapsing in 1956, it was 
the flmericans who propped it up, and their reward was to 
be insulted and swindled on the streets of Paris. I was 
there. I saw it. 

When earthquakes hit distant cities, it is the United States 
that hurries in to help. This spring, 59 flmerican communities 
were flattened by tornadoes. Dobody helped. 

The Marshall Plan and the Truman Policy pumped billions 
of dollars into discouraged countries. Dow newspapers in 
those countries are writing about the decadent, 
warmongering flmericans. 

I'd like to see just one of those countries that is gloating 
over the erosion of the United States dollar build its own 
airplane. Does any other country in the world have a plane 
to equal the Boeing Jumbo Jet, the Lockheed Tri-Star, or 
the Douglas DC10? If so, why don't they fly them? 
Why do all the International lines except Russia fly 
fimerican Planes? 

Why does no other land on earth euen consider putting a 
man or woman on the moon? You talk about Japanese 
technocracy, and you get radios. You talk about German 
technocracy, and you get automobiles. You talk about 
fimerican technocracy, and you find men on the moon-not 
once, but several times-and safely home again. You talk 
about scandals, and the flmericans put theirs right in the 
store window for everybody to look at. Euen their 
draft-dodgers are not pursued and hounded. They are here 
on our streets, and most of them, unless they are breaking 
Canadian laws, are getting fimerican dollars from ma and 
pa at home to spend here. 

When the railways of France, Germany and India were 
breaking down through age, it was the Hmericans who 
rebuilt them. When the Pennsylvania Railroad and the Dew 
York Central went broke, nobody loaned them an old 
caboose. Both are still broke. 

I can name you 5000 times when the ilmericans raced to 
the help of other people in trouble. Can you name me even 
one time when someone else raced to the flmericans in 
trouble? I don't think there was outside help even during 
the San Francisco earthquake. 

Our neighbors have faced it alone, and I'm one Canadian 
who is damned tired of hearing them get kicked around. 
They will come out of this thing with their flag high. find 
when they do, they are entitled to thumb their nose at the 
lands that are gloating over their present troubles. I hope 
Canada is not one of those." 

Stand proud, fimerica! 

This is one of the best editorials that I have ever read or 
heard regarding the United States. It is nice that one man 
realizes it. I only wish that the rest of the world would 
realize it. We are always blamed for everything, and never 
even get a thank you for the things we do. - Submitted by 
Steffan Leuy 
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Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Dedicated to our Founder "Virgo" 

Here I sit at a loss for words. Our beloved founder taken away from us by our Road Captain of the sky. 
He must have had a better mission for him up there, than the mission he had for him here on earth. So in his 
memory, I dedicate my column to him and his achievements, as a person, as a businessman, and as a 
motorcycle enthusiast here on earth. 

What would he have wanted me to write about as Safety Chairman, as his legacy? I know he enjoyed 
and preferred being tail gunner, much of the time. I believe there were some reasons why he enjoyed it, back 
there. He could assist the Road Captain, with keeping the group together (and he was a together type of guy), 
with his CB communications. He could help any one who might encounter trouble along the way (and he was a 
helpful type of guy). In our infancy, when we were learning and struggling with controlling our group rides, he 
could watch for mistakes, miscues and unsafe practices and point out our deficiencies, though thoughtful 
teachings ( and he was a thoughtful teacher type of guy). He enjoyed sharing his love of motorcycling with the 
world. From the back he would wave to everyone. He once said "I even wave to 'roadkill'". He was the ultimate, 
team player. He would speak his mind with gusto, but if the group felt otherwise he would put his Pride (and 
when it pertained to Top Cats he was as Proud of our Brotherhood as could possibly be, type of guy) and his ego 
aside and support the common good and best interest of Top Cats. Just like a Captain of a ship, he would guide 
the ship and its crew, as a tiller and helms man would, from the stern (and he was a stern type of guy). So when 
your ready to take on the responsibilities of tail gunner, do it Proudly, do it Safely, and do it to the Glory and with 
the Honor of our Founding Father, Virgo, and do it as he would, in the best interest of the Safety of Top Cats 
before you. 

Ride Free (in the memory of Carl "Virgo" Bender, our Founding Father), 

• 

Northwest 	and accessories 
10% off apparel 

suburbs 	with TOPCATS 
membership card largest 

dealer of 
Harley-Davidson 
aftermarket parts 

Chicagoland's premier Indian and 
Victory Motorcycle dealership 

Expert service and customization 
on all American V-Twins 

Featuring Arlen Ness, Bikers 
Choice, Chrome Specialties, 
Custom Chrome, Cyril Huze, 
Drag Specialties, Kuryakyn, 
Linear Steel, Performance 
Machines, West Coast Choppers 

Keep the road open! 

www.americasopenroad.com  

.—A 



HOLDEN 

GRAPHICS 
c•0•1:1•P•O•R•A•T•1.0•N 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 
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PASTA DIAVOLO  
CHICAGO 

1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 

.

Phone:773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

Custom Motorcycle Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 
Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

Pc 

on  

It Sure Beats Cutting The Grass! 
By John Lunde 

On Sunday September 16th, I was going to lead a group of 
people to the March of Dimes Ride in Naperville. It was to be a 
75-mile Poker Run with a concluding lap on the Chicago Motor 
Speedway. Then I received the e-mail from a member who informed 
me I should check out the ride again; yep, even a biker ride was 
cancelled due to the tragedies of days before (actually, they wanted 
to still put on the ride but the Speedway was closed for security 
reasons). Another batch of e-mails was sent to tell people the ride 
was off when I received a quick note from Steve Buckley. Simply 
stating now I would be free to join his ride. It seems that Steve was 
putting together "A Ride For America". 

Not expecting much of a ride put together on 2-3 days 
notice I felt the cause was worthy no matter how few showed up. I 
could always stop by, check it out and still have time to do my lawn. 
Well, after spending 45 minutes trying to find the Dwight House 
(thanks Steve!), I arrived and had to park in the rear field due to the 
large number of those in attendance. I quickly spotted a sizeable 
contingent of Top Cats and we departed on a Police Bike escorted 
ride down Route 12. 

I had no idea how many bikes were in that disorganized 
lot but as we started down the frontage road everthing fell into order 
and we were on our way. Traveling down Route 12, I could see that 
there was a line of bikes over 1/2 mile long to the front and up to a 
mile behind me. We went through every light with various officers 
doing the traffic control. When on controlled rides I've often seen 
people in cars rather upset with the traffic backups we create. Not 
this time! Passengers in cars were displaying flags, giving us thumbs 
up and waving at us. Many just stopped their vehicles and watched 
as we made our way down the road. I saw a family sitting on the 
hood of their car and the kids were proudly waving one of the flags 
that dad had no doubt just put on this week. Mom was more subdued 
as I saw a tissue at her eyes. It was impossible not to feel the 
patriotism as a mile and a half of bikes rumbled down the road, all 
displaying a flag of some kind. 

.---- - 
Well, we rolled through Barrington, Schaumburg and on to 

our stop in Elk Grove. As we situated ourselves, I spoke with Steve 
and asked how many bikes where in this group? He told me over 
225 had signed up but according to the tail gunners, we kept 
collecting riders along the way who joined the cause. Best estimates 
were of somewhere in the neighborhood of 400 scooters in that 
parking lot. The Police and Fire Chiefs of Elk Grove made an 
appearance where Steve informed them of the $8000+ raised today 
going to the Police and Fire Department Relief Funds in New York 
City. It seems that people gave well over the $20 bike fee to the 
cause, even non-riders at Rock & Roll Grill donated. 

Steve and all those involved put together a great event. I 
noticed a police presence from at least 4 different municipalities 
participate in the whole ride, not to mention those on traffic detail 
who allowed us to ride in parade style with no stops through thier 
towns. It not only benefited the Police and Firemen in New York but 
I think it made those we passed as well as the participants feel a bit 
stronger as well. I saw smiles today for the first time in in nearly a 
week. 

Well, I didn't get the grass cut today but then again it 
really didn't rain that much this week either... 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

HARLEY OAVIDSON 

Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

Hard Parts 
•1111--  

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(w kirkpa177* a ol .co m) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

(j heniff@yaboo.com) 
Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

(vern693@aol.com ) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 

1941-2001 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(bboand@fedex.com) 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
Emeritus 	(aliciakumr@aol.com) 
Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 

(windy@dls.net) 
Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 

(cpman4@aol.com) 
Director 	Ray Cario 	 630/837-0849 

(rcapsr 	aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOILJNE (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc(d hotImail.com  

NEXT MEETING: October 2, 2001 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	John Fraccaro (ffraccaro@bte-inc.com) 	847/697-9607 
Charity Ride 	Bernie Weiss (gottobl@aoLcom) 	 847/831-5393 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Accessories 	Alicia Kumro (aliciakuma@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 
Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmailcom) 	815/459-2488 
Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Wayne'ffhtvelerKirkpairidi(wkirkpa177@aoLcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.com.net) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 
Webmaster 	Eric Lax 

Info for HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@aoLcom) 	847-537-8989 

LANDVS CYCLE 

Your Best Complete 
Source of 

HD Aftermarket Parts 

Order by 6pm CST 
for same day ship to 

your doorstep 
(most cases overnight) 

9000+ products 
realtime inventory 

Visit 
randyscycleonline.com  

and click on 

Hard Parts 
11013 Route 47 

Huntley, II, 60142 
847-669-0256 

Fax 847-669-0772 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
P.O. Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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Wayne Kirkpatrick 
P.O. Box 576 
Palatine, IL 60078 
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